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Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted
Alekhine Vari a tion QG 5.9 (D22)

A Forced Draw!?
by Dejan An tic and Ilarion Dorfanis

1. d4 d5
2. c4 dc4
3. Àf3 a6
4. e3 b5
5. a4 Ãb7
6. b3
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From March 14th to April 2nd,
Lon don staged the Can di dates’
Tour na ment for the 2013 World
Chess Cham pi on ship. It was the
stron gest tour na ment of its kind
in his tory, an amaz ing event in
which many in ter est ing games
were played, giv ing a great con -
tri bu tion to open ing the ory. One
of them, Aronian-Svidler, is
 going to be the sub ject of this
Survey.
Af ter the stan dard move or der in
the Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted,
1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3, Svidler
played 3...a6!?,  fol lowed by
4...b5. A very in ter est ing ap -
proach with the idea sim ply to
pro tect the pawn, which is very
rare, es pe cially at top level. As
the game proved, things are not
at all sim ple. Black’s idea is not
only to pro tect the pawn, but he

seeks sim pli fi ca tion on the
queenside. The best White can
do, af ter ex chang ing pawns on
c4, is to cre ate a weak black
pawn on a6. But then an other
new idea co mes up. Af ter a few
log i cal de vel op ment moves,
Aronian played 10.Õb1, at tack ing
the bishop on b7.
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Now in stead of the stan dard
10...Õa7, Black played the ac tive 
10...Õb8!?, fol lowed by the sac -
ri fice of the a6- pawn. Let’s have
a look at all the op tions for both
sides.

The Main Idea 10...Õb8!? and
Other Op tions
Be fore the game Aronian-
 Svidler, White’s nor mal set-up
was Àbd2 and Õb1 be fore or
 after kingside cas tling. But af ter
10...Õb8!? it is not clear how
White can ob tain an open ing ad -
van tage. Per haps White has to
try and make do with out Õb1 in
or der to sup port a fu ture a4-a5
pawn ad vance, as in the game
Kovalenko-Lu ther. An other op -

tion for White is an early 10.dc5,
as in Kozul-Jankovic. 9.Àc3
(Grischuk-Khenkin) or 9.©b3
(Cheparinov-Tkachiev) are sim -
ply harm less. The idea Àbd2-
 Àb3, which oc curred in Gupta-
 Malakhatko, de serves at ten tion,
al though the right lo ca tion for
the white knight is, I be lieve,
square c4. Re gard ing Black’s
move or der, the best set-up is
prob a bly  ...Àbd7 and ...Ãe7,
post pon ing ...c7-c5 so as not to
give White the ad di tional op tion
of Ãa3. Ex actly as in a main
game Black has to meet Àbd2
Black with ...Àbd7 and Õb1 with 
...Õb8!?. Other op tions for
Black, in clud ing an early ...c5,
seem dubious.

Fac ing Õb1 with ...Õa7
Last year, I faced this open ing
twice within two months, against
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xxx
...c5 £ ...Àbd7

Aronian,Levon
Svidler,Pe ter
Lon don ct 2013 (4)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9.Àbd2 Àbd7 [9...Ãe7 10.Õb1;
9...c5 10.Õb1!; 10.©b3!?] 10.Õb1 [10. 0-0 
Ãe7 11.a5  0-0 12.Ãe2 c5 13.Àc4 Ãd5=;
10.Àb3!? c5 11.Ãa3 cd4 12.Ãf8 Àf8
13.©d4 ©d4 14.Àbd4]
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10...Õb8!? 11. 0-0 [11.e4 c5 12.e5
Àd5] 11...Ãe7 12.©e2  0-0 13.Ãb2

[13.Ãa6 Ãa6 14.©a6 Õb1 15.Àb1 ©a8
16.©c4 c5¤] 13...c5 14.Ãa6 Ãa6
15.©a6 Õa8 16.©b5 Õa5 17.©b3
[17.©c6 ©c8! (17...©a8 18.©a8
(18.Àe5 Õa4) 18...Õfa8 19.dc5 Ãc5
(19...Àc5? 20.Àc4 Õ5a6 21.a5å) 20.Ãf6
gf6 21.Õb7 Õ5a7 (21...Õ8a7 22.Õd7 Õd7
23.Àb3) 22.Õfb1Ç) 18.©c8 (18.Àe5 Àe5 
19.©c8 Õc8 20.de5 Àd5º) 18...Õc8
19.Õa1 Õca8=] 17...©a8 18.Õa1 Õb8
19.©c2 cd4 20.Àd4 Õc8 21.©b1
[21.©d1 Àd5 22.h3 À5b6=] 21...Õa4
22.Õa4 ©a4= 23.Õc1 ©a6 24.Õc8
©c8 25.h3 h6 26.©c2 ©c2 27.Àc2 
Àd5 28.Ãa3 Ãa3 29.Àa3 Àc5
30.Àc2 ®f8 31.®f1 ½-½

Kovalenko,Igor
Lu ther,Thomas
Jurmala 2013 (8)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 Àf6 7.bc4 bc4
8.Ãc4 e6 9. 0-0 Àbd7 10.a5 Ãd6 [¿ 
10...Ãe7] 11.Àbd2  0-0 12.Ãa3
[12.©e2!?Ç £ 12...c5 13.Ãa3 ©e7 14.e4]
12...Ãa3 13.Õa3 c5 14.©e2 cd4
15.ed4= Ãd5 [15...©c7 16.Àe5 Àe5

(16...Õfc8 17.Àf7) 17.de5 (17.©e5
Õfc8º) 17...Àd7 18.f4 Õfd8º] 16.Ãd3
Àb8 17.Àe5 Àc6 18.Àc6 Ãc6
19.©e5 ©d5 20.©d5 Àd5 21.Õb1
Õfc8 22.g3 Àc7 [22...g6] 23.Õb6
Ãb5 24.Àe4 Ãd3 [24...Õd8 25.Àc5 g6 
(25...Àd5 26.Ãb5 Àb6 27.Ãc6 Àc4
28.Õa4 Àd6 29.Ãa8 Õa8 30.Õb4Ç)
26.Õb7 Õac8 27.Ãb5 Àb5 28.Õa1 Àd6
29.Õa7 Àb5 30.Õa6 Õd4º] 25.Õd3
Àd5 26.Õb1 Õc2 27.Õa3 h6
28.Õb7 Õac8 29.Àc5 Õc6 30.Õf3
f6 31.Õa7 Àc7? [31...e5º] 32.Õb3å
Àb5 33.Õa6 Õa6 34.Àa6 Àd4
35.Õb8 ®h7 36.Àb4 Õc1 37.®g2
Õa1 38.a6 e5 39.Õb7 e4 40.®h3?!
[40.a7] 40...f5 41.a7 Àf3 42.Àd5
Õh1?! [42...h5!] 43.g4 Õa1 44.gf5 h5
45.f6 ®h6 46.Õg7 1-0

Gupta,Abhijeet
Malakhatko,Vadim
Longeville-les-Metz 2011 (6)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9. 0-0 c5 [¿ 9...Àbd7 10.Àbd2
Ãe7] 10.Àbd2 Àbd7 11.Àb3!? Ãe7
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grand mas ter Athanasios
Mastrovasilis and in ter na tional
mas ter Zavoronkov. Al though
the plan with ...Õa7, fol lowed by
...©a8, looks spec tac u lar, I think 
it is not enough to equal ize.
An other in ter est ing plan might
be found in the game
Swiercz-Kuzmicz, with po si -
tional pres sure on Black’s
queenside. In both cases Black
faced prob lems with his piece
co or di na tion.

Po si tion with out a Weak
a6-Pawn
This is sim ply a drawish po si -
tion. Ex chang ing pawns on b5,
fol lowed by bc4, re duces ma te -
rial and op tions. I do not rec om -
mend this plan for White at the
moment.

Con clu sion
Can White claim an open ing ad -
van tage or not? Af ter the game
Aronian-Svidler, the ball is cer -
tainly in White’s court. Of
course, White has the op tion, af -
ter 1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4, to play
3.e4, but this is a topic for an -
other Sur vey. Here we are ex am -
in ing the move or der start ing
with 3.Àf3. But White has an -
other op tion.
Just re cently, be fore the Mitropa
Cup in Meissen, Ger many,
grand mas ter Aronian played a
clock simul against six Ger man
ju niors. In one of those games,
the Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted
arose, and Aronian played 3.e3!?. 
This con tin u a tion may be in ter -
est ing, al though it gives Black the 
op tion of play ing 3...e5.

TsLdMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._._._
_._.j._.
._Ji._._
_._.i._.
Ii._.iIi
rNbQkBnR

TsLdMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._._._
_._.j._.
._Ji._._
_._.i._.
Ii._.iIi
rNbQkBnR

The open ing the ory never stops
ex pand ing, and as we know,
many in ter est ing new ideas are in 
fact old and for got ten ideas
which the the ory for some rea -
son ne glected. Some times, when 
these old ideas are put un der the
mi cro scope, the re sult can be ex -
tremely re ward ing, and this is
ex actly the way many open ing
nov el ties are born.



[11...©c7!?; 11...cd4 12.©d4 (12.ed4
Ãd6) 12...Ãe7º] 12.dc5Ç Àc5
[12... 0-0 13.Ãa3 Õc8 (13...Õb8 14.©c2
©c7 15.Ãd3 (15.c6 Ãa3 16.cb7 Ãe7)
15...Õfc8 16.Õab1!Ç) 14.©d4Ç; 12...©c7
13.Ãd2] 13.©d8 Õd8 14.Àa5 [14.Àc5 
Ãc5 15.Õb1 Ãc6 (15...Ãe4 16.Õb2Ç)
16.Õa1  0-0=] 14...Ãf3 [14...Ãa8 15.Ãa3
Àfe4 (15... 0-0 16.Ãa6) 16.Õfc1Ç] 15.gf3 
Õc8 16.Ãa3 Ãd8 17.Àb7!Ê Àb7
18.Ãa6 Õc7 19.Õac1? [19.Ãb5! Àd7
20.Õac1 Õc1 21.Õc1ê] 19...Õd7?
[19...®d7! 20.Õfd1 Àd5 21.e4 Õc1
22.Ãc1 Àd6 23.ed5Ç] 20.Ãb5ê Ãe7
21.Ãd7 Àd7 22.Õc8 Àd8

._RsM_.t
_._SlJjJ
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_._._Rk.

23.Ãe7 ®e7 24.a5 Àe5 25.Õfc1
Õe8 26.Õ1c7 ®f8 27.a6 Àec6
28.Õd7 1-0

Graf,Al ex an der
Danielian,Elina
Halkis 2010 (3)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9. 0-0 c5 10.Ãa3 Àbd7
11.Àbd2 Ãe7 12.Õb1 Ãd5 [12...Õb8]
13.©e2 cd4 14.Ãe7 ©e7 15.Àd4
 0-0 16.Õfc1 Ãc4 17.©c4Ç Àd5?!
[17...Àe5] 18.Àc6å ©g5 19.Àf3
©h5 20.Õb7 À7f6 21.Àce5 h6
22.h4 ©f5 23.g4 ©e4 24.g5 ©c4
25.Õc4 Àh7 26.gh6ê Õab8
27.Õa7 Õa8 28.Õa8 Õa8 29.hg7
Õb8 30.e4 Àf4 31.Õc7 Àf6 32.Õf7
Õb1 33.®h2 Àg4 34.®g3 Àe5
35.Õf4 Àd3 36.Õf6 ®g7 37.Õe6
Õb3 38.Àd4 Õa3 39.Õd6 a5 40.f3
®f7 41.h5 Õa4 42.Àc6 Àc5
43.Àe5 ®g7 44.Õc6 Àe4 45.fe4
Õe4 46.Õc7 ®g8 47.Àg6 Õe6
48.®g4 a4 49.®g5 1-0

Bacrot,Etienne
Khenkin,Igor
Ger many Bundesliga 2006/07 (8)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9. 0-0 c5 10.Ãa3 Àbd7 11.Àbd2 
Ãe7 12.©e2 cd4 13.Ãe7 ©e7
14.Àd4 [¿ 14.ed4  0-0 15.Õfb1 Õfb8 16.a5]
14... 0-0= 15.À4f3 Àc5 16.Õfc1 Õfd8 
17.Àb3 Àb3 18.Ãb3 Àe4 19.Ãc4
Àc5 20.Àd4 ©g5 [20...Õac8] 21.f4
©g6 22.a5 Ãe4 23.Õa3 Õab8
24.©f2 Õdc8 25.Ãf1 e5?
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_.r._Bk.

26.Õac3! ed4 27.ed4 ©f6 28.Õc5å 
Õd8 29.©e3 ©d4 30.©d4 Õd4
31.Õc8 Õd8 32.Ãa6ê ®f8 33.Õb8 
Õb8 34.Õc8 Õc8 35.Ãc8 ®e7
36.®f2 ®d6 37.Ãa6 ®c5 38.Ãe2
h6 39.g4 f6 40.®e3 Ãc2 41.a6
®b6 42.®d4 Ãb3 43.h4 Ãe6 44.h5 
Ãb3 45.f5 Ãf7 46.a7 ®a7 47.®c5
Ãb3 48.®d6 ®b6 49.®e7 ®c5
50.®f8 ®d6 51.®g7 ®e7 52.®h6
®f7 53.®h7 Ãd5 54.h6 Ãb3
55.Ãb5 Ãd1 56.Ãc4 ®f8 57.®g6
Ãg4 58.®f6 1-0

Naumann,Al ex an der
Vatter,Hans-Joachim
Bad Liebenzell ch-GER 2010 (1)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9. 0-0 c5 10.Ãa3 Àbd7 11.Àbd2
Ãe7 12.©e2  0-0 13.Õfc1 cd4
14.Àd4 Àb6 15.Ãe7 ©e7 16.a5 Àc4 
17.Àc4º g6 [17...Õac8 18.Àb6 Õc1
19.Õc1 Õd8º] 18.Àb6Ç Õae8 19.©c4
e5 20.Àc6 ©d6 21.Àb4 Àe4 22.Õd1 
©f6 23.f3å Àg5 24.e4 Õe6 25.À4d5
[25.Àd7ê] 25...Ãd5 26.ed5 Õd6
27.h4 Àf3 28.gf3 ©f3 29.Õd3 ©e2
30.Õa2 ©e1 31.®g2 Õf6 32.Õg3 Õf4 

33.©e2 ©b1 34.Õb2 ©a1 35.Õa2
©b1 36.Õa4 Õa4 37.Àa4 f5 38.Àc3
©b4 39.©e5 ©h4 40.©e6 ®g7
41.©e5 ®g8 42.d6 f4 43.©e6 ®g7
44.Õf3 ©g5 45.®f1 ©a5 46.Àd5 Õf5 
47.©e7 ®h8 48.Àc7 ©d2 49.©d8
®g7 50.Àe6 1-0

Kuljasevic,Davorin
Haznedaroglu,Kivanc
Rijeka 2011 (8)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 Àf6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4 
e6 9.Àbd2 Ãe7?! [9...Àbd7 10.Õb1
Õb8] 10.Àb3 [10.Õb1Ç] 10... 0-0
[10...Àbd7 11. 0-0 c5] 11. 0-0 Ãd5
[11...Àbd7 12.Àa5 £ 12...Ãe4 13.Àe5
Àe5 14.de5 Àd7 15.©d4 Ãg6 16.Àc6Ç]
12.©e2 Ãc4 13.©c4 ©d5 14.©d5
Àd5Ç 15.Àe5 f6 16.Àd3 Àd7
17.Ãd2 f5 18.Õfc1 Ãd6 19.Àa5
Õfe8 20.Àc6 À7f6 21.f3 g5
22.Àde5 g4 23.®f2å h5 24.®e2
®g7 25.®d3 Àg8 26.h3 Àge7
27.hg4 Àc6 28.Àc6 hg4 29.fg4 Àf6
30.gf5 ef5 31.Õf1 ®g6 32.Õf3 Àg4
33.a5 Õe6 34.Õb1 Õh8 35.Õb8 Õh2
36.Õg8ê ®h7 37.Õg5 Õg2
38.Õgf5 Ãg3 39.d5 Õg6 40.Õf7 Õg7 
41.Ãc3 Õf7 42.Õf7 ®h6 43.e4 Õa2
44.e5 Àf2 45.®c4 Àd1 46.Ãd4 1-0

Da vid,Alberto
Vajda,Szidonia
Bastia 2010 (7)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9.Àbd2 c5 10.Ãa3 [10.Õb1Ç]
10...cd4 [10...Àbd7 11.Õb1 Õb8 12. 0-0
Ãe7 13.©e2 cd4 14.Ãe7 ©e7 15.ed4
©d6º] 11.Ãf8 ®f8 12.ed4 g6
13. 0-0 ®g7 14.Õb1 Ãd5 15.©e2

Ts.d._.t
_._._JmJ
J_._JsJ_
_._L_._.
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15...Ãc4?! [15...Àc6! £ 16.Ãa6 Ãf3
17.Àf3 Àd4] 16.Àc4Ç Àc6 17.Õb7
Õa7 18.Õa7 Àa7 19.Àce5 ©b6
20.Àg5 Õf8 21.©d3 [21.©c2å £
21...©d4 22.Àef7] 21...Àc6 22.Õb1
Àb4 23.©f3 a5 24.h4 ©d4
25.Àef7 ©d5 26.©d5 ed5 27.Àd6
®g8 28.Àe6 Õb8 29.Õc1 Àe8
30.Àb5 Àd3 31.Õc6 Àb2 32.Àc3
Àf6 33.Àc5 d4 34.Àb5 d3 35.Õf6
d2 36.Àc3 Õc8 37.Õd6 Õc5
38.Õd2 Õc3 39.Õb2 Õc1 40.®h2
Õc4 41.Õb8 ®g7 42.Õb7 ®g8
43.Õb8 ®g7 44.Õb7 ®g8 ½-½

Zubov,Al ex an der
Heberla,Bartlomiej
War saw rapid 2009 (12)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãa3
Ãd6 [8...Ãa3 9.Àa3 c3 10.Õc1 Àd7
11.Õc3 Àgf6º] 9.Ãc4 Àf6 10. 0-0  0-0 
11.Àbd2 Ãa3 12.Õa3Ç c5

Ts.d.tM_
_L_._JjJ
J_._Js._
_.j._._.
I_Bi._._
r._.iN_.
._.n.iIi
_._Q_Rk.

Ts.d.tM_
_L_._JjJ
J_._Js._
_.j._._.
I_Bi._._
r._.iN_.
._.n.iIi
_._Q_Rk.

13.dc5?! [13.Õb3 Ãc6 14.©a1Ç]
13...Àbd7= 14.Àb3 Àe4 [14...Õc8]
15.c6 Ãc6 16.Àbd4 ©c7?
[16...©b6= 17.a5 ©c5] 17.Ãe6 fe6
18.Àe6 ©a5 19.Àf8 Õf8 20.Àd4
Ãa8 [20...Ãd5 21.Àb3 Ãb3 22.©b3 ®h8 
23.©c2Ç £ 23...Àf2 24.h3 Àh3 25.gh3
©g5 26.©g2 Õf1 27.®f1 ©f5 28.©f2
©h3 29.®e1] 21.Àe6Ê Õf7 22.Õd3
Àef6 23.Õd6 Ãd5 24.©c2 h6
25.Àf4å Ãe4 26.©c4 ©c5 27.©c5
Àc5 28.f3 Ãb7 29.Õc1 Àa4 30.Àe6
[30.Õc4!ê] 30...Õe7 31.Àd8 a5
32.Õd4 Àb6 33.Õb1 Õe3 34.Õb6
Ãc8 35.Àc6 Ãd7 36.Àa5 Õa3
37.Àc4 Õa1 38.®f2 Õa2 39.Õd2
Õa4 40.Àe5 Ãe8 41.g4 ®h7 42.h4
Õa5 43.Õe6 Ãb5 44.g5 hg5 45.hg5
Àe8 46.g6 ®h6 47.Àf7 1-0

An Early Pawn Exchange
10.dc5

Kozul,Zdenko
Jankovic,Alojzije
Otocac ch-CRO 2010 (10)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9. 0-0 c5 10.dc5!? ©d1
[10...Àbd7] 11.Õd1 Ãc5 12.Àfd2
[12.Àbd2!? Àbd7 13.Ãb2  0-0 14.Õab1
(14.Ãe2 Õfb8) 14...Ãc6 (14...Õfb8
15.Àe5) 15.a5 Õfb8] 12...®e7
[12...Àbd7] 13.Àb3 Ãb4 14.Ãd2
a5º 15.Ãb4 ab4 16.À1d2 Õc8
17.f3 Àd5 18.Ãd5 Ãd5 19.Õdb1
e5â 20.Àc1 Õc2 21.Àdb3 Àc6
22.e4 Ãc4ç 23.Àc5 Õd8 24.À1b3
Àd4 25.Àa5? Ãe2 [25...Ãa2î]
26.Àcb7 Õdc8 27.Õb4 Ãf3 28.gf3
Àf3 29.®f1 Àh2 30.®g1 Õ8c3
31.Õb5 Õg3 32.®h1 0-1

With or With out ...c7-c5
...Àc6

Wang Yue
Vitiugov,Nikita
Ningbo CHN-RUS rapid 2010 (3)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9. 0-0 c5 10.Àbd2 Àc6 11.Õb1
Àa5 12.Ãe2 [12.Ãa3!? £ 12...Àc4 13.Àc4 
Ãe4 14.Õc1 cd4 15.Ãf8 ®f8 16.Àd4å]

T_.dMl.t
_L_._JjJ
J_._Js._
s.j._._.
I_.i._._
_._.iN_.
._.nBiIi
_RbQ_Rk.

T_.dMl.t
_L_._JjJ
J_._Js._
s.j._._.
I_.i._._
_._.iN_.
._.nBiIi
_RbQ_Rk.

12...Ãe7 [¿ 12...cd4 13.Àd4 (13.ed4 Ãe7) 
13...Ãe7] 13.dc5Ç Ãc5 14.Ãb2 ©e7?
[14... 0-0 15.Ãc3Ç] 15.Ãc3å Àc6
16.©c2 Ãb4 17.Õfc1 [17.Ãb4 Àb4
18.©b2 a5 19.Ãb5 ®f8 (19...Ãc6 20.©b4
ab4 21.Ãc6 ®f8 22.Ãa8ê) 20.Õfc1å]
17... 0-0 18.Ãb4 [¿ 18.Ãf6 gf6 19.Àe4]

18...Àb4 19.©c7 ©c7 20.Õc7Ç Ãf3
21.gf3?! [21.Ãf3] 21...Àfd5º 22.Õc5
Õfc8 23.Õbc1 Õc5 24.Õc5 ®f8 25.f4 
®e7 26.®g2 Õa7 27.Àb3 Õc7
28.Õc7 Àc7 29.e4 f5 30.f3 Àa2
31.a5 ®d6 32.®f2 Àc3 33.Ãd3 fe4
34.fe4 e5 35.f5 Àa4 36.®e3 Àc5
37.Àd2 Àd7 38.Àb3 Àc5 39.Àd2
Àd7 40.Àb3 Àc5 ½-½

Popov,Ivan
Matlakov,Maxim
Loo tt 2013 (7)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9. 0-0 c5 10.Àbd2 Àc6 11.Õb1 
Àa5 12.Ãa3Ç cd4 13.Ãf8 Ãf3
[13...®f8 14.Àd4 (14.ed4 g6) 14...©e7
(14...Àc4 15.Àc4 Ãe4 16.Õc1 g6 17.f3
Ãd5 18.Àe5Ç) 15.Ãe2 (15.Ãd3!? g6
16.©c2 Õc8 17.©b2Ç) 15...g6 16.À4b3
Àb3 17.©b3 Ãd5 18.©c3 ®g7 19.e4
Õhc8 20.©e3 Ãc6 21.a5 Ãb5 £ 22.Ãb5 
ab5 23.Õb5 Õc2¤] 14.Àf3 [14.©f3!?
®f8 15.Ãe2 de3 16.Àe4Ê] 14...®f8
15.©e2 de3 16.fe3Ç ©d6 17.Õfd1
©c5 18.Ãa6 Àd5 19.Õdc1 ©a7
20.Õb5 Àe3

T_._.m.t
d._._JjJ
B_._J_._
sR_._._.
I_._._._
_._.sN_.
._._Q_Ii
_.r._.k.

T_._.m.t
d._._JjJ
B_._J_._
sR_._._.
I_._._._
_._.sN_.
._._Q_Ii
_.r._.k.

21.®h1!å Àec4 22.Õc4 ©a6?
[22...Àc4 23.©c4 ©a6? (23...g6 24.©b4
®g7 25.©b2 ®g8 26.Õb6å) 24.Õb8]
23.Õc7ê Àc6 24.Àg5 Àd8 25.Õf7 
®g8 [25...Àf7 26.©f3 Õa7 27.Õb8]
26.Õd7 ©c6 27.©d1 ©c8 28.Õb1
h6 29.Õc1 ©b8 30.©d4 1-0

Nisipeanu,Liviu-Di eter
Wegerle,Jörg
Ger many Bundesliga 2011/12 (4)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4

4



Àf6 9. 0-0 Àc6 10.a5 Ãd6 [10...Ãb4
11.Àbd2  0-0 12.Õb1 Õb8 13.©a4Ç]
11.Àbd2Ç Àb4 [11... 0-0 12.©e2
(12.Ãa3 Àa5; 12.e4 e5 13.d5 Àe7;
12.©a4 Àb4 13.Õb1 Ãc6) 12...©e7
13.Ãb2Ç] 12.Ãa3  0-0 13.Ãb4 Ãb4
14.©b3 ©d6 15.Õfb1 Ãd2 16.Àd2
Àe4 17.©c2å Àd2 18.Õb7 ©c6
19.Õb4 Àe4 20.Ãd3 ©c2 21.Ãc2
Àd6 22.Ãd3 Õa7 23.g4 Õfa8
24.Õc1 ®f8 25.f4 ®e7 26.Ãe2 h6
27.h4 f6 28.h5 ®d7 29.Ãf3 Õg8
30.®f2 Õf8 31.®e2 Õd8 32.Ãc6
®e7 33.®d3ê e5 34.fe5 fe5
35.Õc5 ed4 36.Õe5 ®f6 37.ed4 g6
38.Õb1 gh5 39.Õf1 ®g7 40.Õe7
®g6 41.gh5 1-0

Harm less Op tions
 8.Ãc4 Àf6

Grischuk,Al ex an der
Khenkin,Igor
Dresden ol 2008 (5)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9.Àc3 Àc6 [9...Ãb4 10.Ãb2  0-0
11. 0-0 c5º] 10.a5 [10. 0-0 Àa5 11.Ãd3
c5 12.Õb1 ©c7 13.Ãd2Ç] 10...Ãb4
11.©b3 Àd5!? 12. 0-0 Àc3 13.Ãd2
Àa5 [13...Àd5 £ 14.Ãd5 ©d5 15.©d5
ed5 16.Ãb4 Àb4 17.Õab1 Àc6 18.Õb7
®d7 19.Õb3 f6º] 14.©b4 Àc4
15.©b7 ©d5 16.©b4 Àe4 17.©a4
c6 18.Ãb4Ç f6 19.Õfc1 ®f7
20.Ãc5 Àcd2 21.Àd2 Àd2å
22.©b4 [22.Ãb4] 22...Àe4 23.©b7
®g6 24.f3 Àc5 25.Õc5 Õhb8

Tt._._._
_Q_._.jJ
J_J_JjM_
_.rD_._.
._.i._._
_._.iI_.
._._._Ii
r._._.k.

Tt._._._
_Q_._.jJ
J_J_JjM_
_.rD_._.
._.i._._
_._.iI_.
._._._Ii
r._._.k.

26.©b8 [26.©c7 ©b3 27.©f4Ç]
26...Õb8 27.Õd5 cd5 28.Õa6 ®f7
29.Õa7 ®f8 30.Õa2 ®e7 ½-½

Cheparinov,Ivan
Tkachiev,Vladislav
Khanty-Mansiysk 2007 (2)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9.©b3?! Ãf3 10.gf3 c5 11.dc5 
Ãc5 12.Ãb2  0-0 13. 0-0 Àc6
14.Ãe2 Àd5 15.Àc3 [15.©c2 Ãe3
16.fe3 (16.©c6 Ãf4) 16...©g5î]
15...Õb8â 16.©c2

.t.d.tM_
_._._JjJ
J_S_J_._
_.lS_._.
I_._._._
_.n.iI_.
.bQ_Bi.i
r._._Rk.

.t.d.tM_
_._._JjJ
J_S_J_._
_.lS_._.
I_._._._
_.n.iI_.
.bQ_Bi.i
r._._Rk.

16...Ãd4! 17.Àd5 [17.ed4 Àd4
18.©d2 Õb2 19.©b2 Àc3 20.Ãd1
©f6ç] 17...Õb2ç 18.©c6 ed5
19.Õad1 Ãe3 20.©d5 ©h4 21.fe3
Õe2 22.©e5 ©a4 23.Õd6 ©a3
24.Õa1 ©b3 25.©d4 ©c2 26.©f4
a5 27.Õa6 Õc8 28.e4 h6 29.Õ6a5
Õg2 30.®h1 Õg6 31.Õ5a2 ©c6
32.Õf2 Õa8 33.Õg1 Õg1 34.®g1
©c5 35.©d2 Õa6 36.®h1 h5
37.Õf1 Õg6 38.©f2 ©e5 39.Õg1
Õf6 40.©g3 ©g3 41.Õg3 h4
42.Õg4 Õf3 43.®g2 Õa3 44.Õh4 g6 
45.Õf4 ®f8 46.h4 Õa5 47.®g3 ®e7 
48.Õf3 Õa4 ½-½

Du bi ous Plans for Black
6.b3

Dubov,Daniil
Popov,Ivan
Tiumen 2012 (5)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 Àd7 7.bc4 b4?!
8.c5 e5 9.Ãc4 [9.Àbd2!?] 9...©f6
10. 0-0 Ãf3 11.©f3 ©f3 12.gf3 Ãe7 
13.Àd2Ç ed4 14.ed4 Ãf6 15.Àb3
Àe7 16.Ãf4 Õa7 17.Õfe1  0-0
18.h3?! [18.Õad1; 18.Àa5] 18...a5

[18...Àf5] 19.Õad1 Õd8?! [19...Õc8
20.d5 Àg6 21.Ãg3 Àde5 22.Ãe2 Àh4º]

._.t._M_
t.jSsJjJ
._._.l._
j.i._._.
IjBi.b._
_N_._I_I
._._.i._
_._Rr.k.

._.t._M_
t.jSsJjJ
._._.l._
j.i._._.
IjBi.b._
_N_._I_I
._._.i._
_._Rr.k.

20.d5 [20.Àa5!] 20...Àg6º 21.Ãg3
Ãc3 22.Õe3 Àde5 23.Ãe2 f5 24.f4
Àf7 25.h4 Ãf6 26.h5 Àf8 27.Ãb5
g6 28.hg6 Àg6 29.Õe6 ®g7 30.f3
h5 31.®h2 h4 32.Ãf2 Àf4 33.Õg1
Àg5 34.Õf6 ®f6 35.Ãd4 ®g6
36.Ãe3 ®f6 37.Ãd4 ®g6 38.Ãe3
®f6 39.Ãd4 ½-½

l’Ami,Erwin
Bezgodov,Alexey
Khanty-Mansiysk ol 2010 (2)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 cb3?! 7.ab5 ab5
8.Õa8 Ãa8 9.Ãb5 c6 10.Ãc4 e6
11.©b3Ç Àd7 12. 0-0 Àgf6
13.Àg5!? Ãe7 [13...h6 14.Àf7 ®f7
15.Ãe6 ®e7 (15...®g6 16.Ãf7ê)
16.Ãa3 c5 17.dc5å] 14.e4 ©b8 [14...h6
15.Àf7 ®f7 16.Ãe6 ®f8 17.e5ê]

Ld._M_.t
_._SlJjJ
._J_Js._
_._._.n.
._BiI_._
_Q_._._.
._._.iIi
_Nb._Rk.

Ld._M_.t
_._SlJjJ
._J_Js._
_._._.n.
._BiI_._
_Q_._._.
._._.iIi
_Nb._Rk.

15.©a2 [15.Ãe6!? fe6 16.©e6 Õf8
17.e5Å] 15...h6? [15...c5] 16.Àf7 ®f7
17.Ãe6 ®e8 18.Ãf4Å ©f4 19.©a8
Àb8 20.Àc3 Õf8 21.e5 Àd7
22.Ãd7 ®d7 23.©b7 ®e6 24.d5
cd5 25.©d5 ®f5 26.©d3 ®g5
27.Àd5 1-0
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The Pas sive Approach
10/11/12...Õa7

An tic,Dejan
Zavoronkov,Vladi mir
Paleros 2012 (8)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9. 0-0 Àbd7 10.Àbd2 c5
[10...Ãe7] 11.Õb1 Õa7

._.dMl.t
tL_S_JjJ
J_._Js._
_.j._._.
I_Bi._._
_._.iN_.
._.n.iIi
_RbQ_Rk.

._.dMl.t
tL_S_JjJ
J_._Js._
_.j._._.
I_Bi._._
_._.iN_.
._.n.iIi
_RbQ_Rk.

12.Ãd3!?Ç Ãe7 13.Àc4Ç cd4 [½-½
An tic-Mastrovasilis, Neos Marmaras 2012;
13...Ãe4 14.Ãe4 Àe4 15.©d3 Àef6
16.dc5Ê; 13... 0-0 14.Ãd2 (14.a5; 14.Àfe5
Àe5 15.de5 Àd5) 14...cd4 15.ed4 ©a8
16.a5! Ãf3 (16...Ãe4 17.Àb6 Àb6
18.Ãe4 ©e4 19.ab6 Õb7 20.Õe1 ©d5
21.©a4Ç) 17.©f3 ©f3 18.gf3Ç] 14.ed4
 0-0 [14...©a8 15.a5! £ 15...Ãf3 16.©f3
©f3 17.gf3  0-0 18.Ãd2Ç] 15.Ãd2?!
[15.Àfe5Ç ©c7 (15...©a8 16.f3 Ãd5
17.©e2; 15...Àe5 16.de5 Àd5 17.Àd6
(17.Ãd2Ç) 17...Ãd6 18.ed6 £ 18...©d6?
19.Ãe3å) 16.Ãf4Ê; 15.a5!?] 15...Ãe4!
[15...©a8 16.a5] 16.Ãa5 ©a8º
17.Àb6?! [17.Ãe4 ©e4 18.Õe1 ©a8
19.©e2] 17...Àb6 18.Ãb6 Ãd3
19.©d3 Õd7?! [19...Õb7 20.a5 Àd5º]
20.Àe5 Õd5 21.Õfc1Ç Àd7 22.Àc6 
Ãf6 23.a5? [23.Ãa7!Ç]

D_._.tM_
_._S_JjJ
JbN_Jl._
i._T_._.
._.i._._
_._Q_._.
._._.iIi
_Rr._.k.

D_._.tM_
_._S_JjJ
JbN_Jl._
i._T_._.
._.i._._
_._Q_._.
._._.iIi
_Rr._.k.

23...Àe5 [¿ 23...Õc8 24.©c4 ®h8º]
24.©c3? [24.Àe5 Ãe5 25.Õc4 g6
26.©c2Ç] 24...Àc6 25.©c6â Ãd4
26.©a8 Õa8 27.Õc6 e5? [27...g6â]
28.Ãd4 ed4 29.Õa6 Õe8 30.f3 d3
31.Õd1 g6 32.Õd2 ®g7 33.®f2
Õee5 ½-½

Swiercz,Dariusz
Kuzmicz,Krystian
Po land tt 2012 (4)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9. 0-0 Àbd7 10.Àbd2 c5
11.Õb1 Õa7 12.Ãb2 Ãe7 13.©b3
 0-0 14.Õfc1 ©a8 15.Ãa3 Àe4
16.Ãf1Ç Õe8 17.Àc4 [17.a5!? Ãd5
18.©a4 Àd2 19.Àd2 cd4 20.ed4 Ãg5
21.Õc2] 17...Ãd5 18.©d1 Õb7
19.Õb7 ©b7 20.©c2 Ãf8 21.dc5?!
Ãc5 [21...Àec5º] 22.Ãc5 Àdc5
23.Àd4 [23.Àd6 Àd6 24.©c5Ç]
23...e5 [23...Àd7] 24.Àf5Ç ©d7?

._._T_M_
_._D_JjJ
J_._._._
_.sLjN_.
I_N_S_._
_._.i._.
._Q_.iIi
_.r._Bk.

._._T_M_
_._D_JjJ
J_._._._
_.sLjN_.
I_N_S_._
_._.i._.
._Q_.iIi
_.r._Bk.

25.Àb6ê ©f5 26.Àd5 ©d7
27.Àb6? [27.©c4ê] 27...©b7
28.Àc4 ©c7 29.Àb2 Õc8 30.Àd3
Àe6 31.©c7 Õc7 32.Õc7 Àc7
33.Àe5å f6 34.Àc6 Àc5 35.a5 ®f7 
36.Ãc4 ®e8 37.h4 ®d7 38.Àd4
Àe8 39.Ãg8 h6 40.Àf5 Àb7
41.Ãc4 Àa5 42.Ãa6 ®e6 43.g4
®f7 44.®g2 Àc7 45.Ãd3 Àc6
46.Ãc4 ®f8 47.®g3 Àe7 48.Àd4
Àc8 49.h5 Àd6 50.Ãa2 Àdb5
51.Àf5 Àe8 52.f3 Àed6 53.Àh4
®e8 54.®f2 Àa7 55.Ãd5 Àac8
56.®e2 Àe7 57.Ãe6 Àc6 58.f4
Àb4 59.Ãb3 ®e7 60.®f3 Àd3
61.Ãd5 Àb4 62.e4 ®f8 63.®e3
Àc2 64.®d3 Àb4 65.®c3 Àa6
66.e5 fe5 67.fe5 Àb5 68.®c4

Àbc7 69.Àf5 Àe8 70.®b5 Àb8
71.e6 Àf6 72.Ãf3 Àbd7 73.ed7
Àd7 74.Ãe2 Àe5 75.®c5 ®f7
76.®d5 ®f6 77.Àd6 Àd7 78.Àe4
®e7 79.Ãb5 Àf8 80.®e5 g6
81.Àd6 gh5 82.gh5 Àh7 83.Àf5
®f8 84.Ãc4 Àg5 85.®f6 Àf7
86.Ãd5 1-0

Karjakin,Sergey
Dubov,Daniil
Mos cow ch-RUS 2012 (3)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9.Àbd2 Àbd7 10.Õb1 Õa7
11. 0-0 c5 12.Ãb2 Ãe7 13.dc5 Àc5
14.Ãd4  0-0 15.©c2 Àfd7 16.Õfc1Ç 
Ãa8 17.©a2 [17.Ãe2 Õc7 18.a5]
17...Õb7 18.Õb7 Ãb7 19.a5 ©a8
20.©a1 g6 21.Ãf1 Õc8 22.h3 Ãd5

D_T_._M_
_._SlJ_J
J_._J_J_
i.sL_._.
._.b._._
_._.iN_I
._.n.iI_
q.r._Bk.

D_T_._M_
_._SlJ_J
J_._J_J_
i.sL_._.
._.b._._
_._.iN_I
._.n.iI_
q.r._Bk.

23.Àh2 f6= 24.f4 ®f7 25.Àg4 Àb3
26.Àb3 Ãb3 27.Õc8 ©c8 28.©b1
Ãd5 29.e4 Ãc5 30.©d3 Ãb7
31.Àf2 ®e7 32.Ãc5 ©c5 33.©b1
Ãc8 34.©e1 Ãb7 35.©b1 Ãc8
36.©e1 Ãb7 37.©b1 ½-½

Rogozenco,Dorian
Thesing,Matthias
Ro ma nia tt 2010 (6)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9. 0-0 c5 10.Ãa3 Àbd7
11.Àbd2 Ãe7 12.Õb1 Õa7 [12...Õb8]
13.Àb3Ç Àe4 [13...cd4 14.©d4]
14.©c2  0-0 15.Õfd1 [15.dc5Ç]
15...cd4 16.Ãe7 ©e7 17.Õd4 Àef6
[17...Àd6º] 18.Àa5?! [18.Àbd2]
18...Ãf3 19.gf3 Õc8º 20.©d2 g6
21.Ãf1 Õc5 22.Õd1 Õac7 23.Ãa6
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._._._M_
_.tSdJ_J
B_._JsJ_
n.t._._.
I_.r._._
_._.iI_.
._.q.i.i
_._R_.k.

._._._M_
_.tSdJ_J
B_._JsJ_
n.t._._.
I_.r._._
_._.iI_.
._.q.i.i
_._R_.k.

23...Õg5 [23...Àe5Ê] 24.®f1 ©c5
25.Ãb5 ©f5 26.e4 ©h3 27.®e2
Õb5? [27...Õgc5Å] 28.ab5ê e5
29.Õc4 Õc4 30.Àc4 Àh5 31.©d7
Àf4 32.®e1 ©f3 33.©f7 1-0

Palac,Mladen
Rusev,Krasimir
Italia tt 2013 (4)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 e6 7.bc4 bc4 8.Ãc4
Àf6 9.Àbd2 Àbd7 10.Õb1 Õa7
11. 0-0 Ãe7 12.Ãb2 [12.©b3  0-0
13.Ãa3 c5 14.Õfc1Ç] 12... 0-0 13.Ãd3
c5 14.©e2 Àd5 15.Õfc1 Àb4
16.Ãe4 ½-½

Without a Weak a6-Pawn
7.ab5 ab5 8.Õa8 Ãa8

So,Wes ley
Ismagambetov,Anuar
Mashdad Ach 2011 (1)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.b3 Àf6 7.ab5 ab5
8.Õa8 Ãa8 9.bc4 bc4 10.Ãa3 e6
11.Ãf8 ®f8 12.Ãc4 Àbd7 13. 0-0
g6= 14.Ãb5 ®g7 15.©c2 [15.Àbd2
c5] 15...Ãe4 [15...Ãf3 16.gf3 Àd5º]
16.©c1

._.d._.t
_.jS_JmJ
._._JsJ_
_B_._._.
._.iL_._
_._.iN_.
._._.iIi
_Nq._Rk.

._.d._.t
_.jS_JmJ
._._JsJ_
_B_._._.
._.iL_._
_._.iN_.
._._.iIi
_Nq._Rk.

16...c5?! [16...Ãf3 17.gf3 Àb6 18.Àd2
©e7º] 17.dc5 Ãb1 18.c6 Ãe4
19.Õd1 Ãc6 20.©c6 ©b6 21.g3

Õb8 22.©b6 Àb6= 23.Ãc6 Õc8
24.Àe5 Àc4 25.Ãb7 Õc7 26.Àc4
Õc4 27.Õd2 Õc7 28.Ãf3 h5 29.h4
Õa7 30.Õb2 ½-½

Gulko,Boris
Mikhalchishin,Adrian
Rockville 2012 (4)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dc4 3.Àf3 a6 4.e3 b5
5.a4 Ãb7 6.ab5 ab5 7.Õa8 Ãa8
8.b3 e6 9.bc4 bc4 10.Ãc4 Àf6
11. 0-0 Ãd6 12.Àbd2  0-0 13.©c2
Àbd7 14.e4 Ãe7 15.Ãd3 h6
16.Àb3

L_.d.tM_
_.jSlJj.
._._Js.j
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_N_B_N_.
._Q_.iIi
_.b._Rk.

L_.d.tM_
_.jSlJj.
._._Js.j
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_N_B_N_.
._Q_.iIi
_.b._Rk.

16...c5= 17.dc5 ½-½

7

Sur vey QG 5.9

Ex er cise 1

._TlM_.t
_._._JjJ
J_._Js._
n.s._._.
I_B_._._
b._.iI_.
._._.i.i
r._._Rk.

._TlM_.t
_._._JjJ
J_._Js._
n.s._._.
I_B_._._
b._.iI_.
._._.i.i
r._._Rk.

po si tion af ter 16...Ãe7-d8

White to play and win.
(so lu tion on page xxx)

Ex er cise 2

L_.dM_.t
_._SlJj.
._J_Js.j
_._._.n.
._BiI_._
_Q_._._.
._._.iIi
_Nb._Rk.

L_.dM_.t
_._SlJj.
._J_Js.j
_._._.n.
._BiI_._
_Q_._._.
._._.iIi
_Nb._Rk.

po si tion af ter 14...h7-h6

White to play and win.
(so lu tion on page xxx)

Ex er cise 3

._._T_M_
_._D_JjJ
J_._._._
_.sNj._.
I_._S_._
_._.i._.
._Q_.iIi
_.r._Bk.

._._T_M_
_._D_JjJ
J_._._._
_.sNj._.
I_._S_._
_._.i._.
._Q_.iIi
_.r._Bk.

po si tion af ter 26...©f5-d7

White to play and win.
(so lu tion on page xxx)


